NSA-LA Strategy Paper 2007-2010

The thematic programme ‘Non State actors and Local Authorities in Development’ is primarily a development policy instrument which is guided by the European Consensus on Development. It is a successor to the NGO co-financing and decentralised cooperation budget lines. The overarching objective is poverty reduction in the context of sustainable development, including pursuit of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and other internationally agreed targets.

It is an “actor-oriented” programme aimed at capacity building through support to “own” initiatives from non-state actors (NSA) and local authorities (LA) originating from the EU and partner countries including the ACP States. The programme aims to provide capacity building to NSA and LA in order to facilitate their involvement in the policy-making process and to enhance their capacity to deliver basic services to the poorest people in developing countries. The programme is subsidiary and complementary to that of the geographic programmes (National/Regional Indicative Programme – NIP/RIP for ACP) which remain the primary framework for EC cooperation with partner countries. The strategy paper identifies 3 specific objectives for the period 2007-2010 which shall contribute to this overarching objective:
· Objective 1: Interventions in developing countries. The programme will promote an inclusive and empowered society in partner countries to facilitate NSA and LA participation in poverty reduction and sustainable development strategies;
· Objective 2: Awareness raising and development education. The programme will raise public awareness on development issues and promote education for development in the EU and acceding countries;
· Objective 3: Networking between NSA and LA in Europe. The programme will support activities to strengthen coordination and communication activities of NSA and LA networks in the EU and acceding countries.

All non profit making NSA and LA originating from the EU and partner countries are eligible for funding under this thematic programme which seeks to take account of the comparative added value of different stakeholders. Objectives 2 and 3 are accessible only to EU actors, whereas objective 1 is accessible to all actors from EU and partner countries, including ACP states. Therefore ACP local authorities’ attention should focus on objective 1.
For further information:
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/civil-society/documents/nsa_la_strategy_paper_2007_2010_en.pdf
